SERTOMA ORIENTATION

A. Sertoma International History:
1.
On April 11, 1912, the first official luncheon of the founding Club was held at the then fashionable Coates House at 10th and Broadway in Kansas City, Missouri.  The founders of the first Co-Operative Club were George Smith, M.D., Charles E. Allen, M.D., and William R. Rowe.  These three men are now recognized as the Founding Fathers of the Sertoma Club of Kansas City, Missouri, and of Sertoma International. 

2.  Initially, there was no thought of starting a new national organization. Consequently, the Club was a Kansas City institution for a period of several years.  However, Members moved to other cities and a few of them started similar clubs.  Club #2 was formed in St. Joseph, Missouri in 1914, and Club #3 in Topeka, Kansas, in 1915.

3. In December 1920, Ed Freed, then President of the Kansas City Club, invited 

representatives of other Clubs to meet together to consider forming an organization.  Representatives from the Wichita, Manhattan, Topeka Clubs in Kansas, and Kansas City, Missouri club attended.  The international organization was immediately formed and Ed Freed was elected its first International President.

4.  Dr. George Smith left his medical practice in December 1920 to build other Clubs.  Over a period of 15 months he built a dozen clubs.  Among the clubs organized by Dr. Smith in 1921-22 were St. Louis, Little Rock, Oklahoma City, Tulsa, Memphis, St. Paul, Chicago Loop and Milwaukee.  On June 21, 1921, the first convention was held in Kansas City, Missouri.  Attending were 32 delegates representing six Clubs …. Kansas City, Topeka, Manhattan, St. Louis, Chicago and Omaha. 

5.  The Co-Operettes, counterpoint to the present-day organization of LaSertoma 

International, had its beginning in 1923 when wives of the Members of the Co-Operative Club of Manhattan, Kansas, organized the first auxiliary called the Co-Op Lassies.  In 1928 the Co-Operettes became a national organization.

6. The Clubs had various Sponsorships.  Perhaps one of the best known is that of the 

New Orleans Club.  In 1934 they sponsored a football contest during the Christmas season.  That football game has evolved into the Sugar Bowl Classic.

7. After World War II, there was growing confusion between the Co-Operative 

Clubs and consumer cooperatives.  A motion was passed at the International Convention in 1948, to change the name.  Forty-nine names were submitted and the Board narrowed the list to seven names.  At the International Convention in 1950, the name SERTOMA was selected.  The name is an acronym for SERvice TO MAnkind.

8.  Some significant events in Sertoma history …. 1946 first club in Canada chartered at Windsor, Ontario … 1951 Freedom Program adopted, it is now called National Heritage Program … 1954 Service to Mankind program adopted … 1956 first Club chartered in Mexico and Mexico City … 1963 Speech and Hearing Program was adopted by Sertoma … 1970 Sertoma International moved to their present Headquarters Facility … 1977 the Sertoma Foundation Affiliation Program was started.

B. Sertoma Organization.
1. A Club is the first level of the Sertoma Organization.  A Club is led by its President, Officers and Board.  They are elected by Club Members in February or March.  Clubs are grouped into Districts.

2. Districts are led by the District Governor.  District Governors are elected by the 

delegates at their District Convention, held concurrently with the Regional Convention in April.  Districts are formed into REGIONS.

3. Regions are led by the International Director.  International Directors are elected for a two-year term by the delegates at their Regional Convention held in April.  International Directors wear two hats … they serve as Director of their respective Region... and also serve on the International Board of Directors.  There are 7 Regions in Sertoma.

4. Sertoma International is led by the International Officers and Board.  The International Officers are elected by the delegates at the International Convention held in July.

5. Clubs and delegates to the District, Regional, and International Conventions.  A Club may send two delegates for the first 25 members and one delegate for every 7 members thereafter, or fraction thereof.  Any Club members may attend a convention.

6. The Sertoma Year runs from July 1st to June 30th.  The elected officers have orientation and training sessions to prepare them for taking office on July 1st.  The International Leadership Conference is conducted by Certified Trainers, for the International Officers and Directors, and for the Governors,  in July.  The Governor conducts a Leadership Conference for the District Presidents-Elect, Secretaries-elect and interested club members after they are trained, typically in May.  The Club President-Elect is responsible for holding a training and organizational meeting in June ... for the Club Officers, Board and Committee Chairs ... in order for their Club to get off to a running start at the beginning of the Sertoma year.  International provides each Club President-Elect and Secretary-Elect a very comprehensive 300-page Club Manual.

7. According to Sertoma International’s guidelines, there are customarily about a dozen club officers and board members.  Each club may decide, depending on its size, how many board members to have.  They are elected annually for a one-year term, including: President, President-Elect, Vice President (may  have more than one) Secretary/Treasurer, Sgt. at Arms. The Board Chairman is the immediate past President. There are 6 board members, 3 of whom are elected for a one-year term and 3 for a two-year term for consistency.  The board has a board meeting at least once each month.

8. There are 12 International Officers and Board members, elected at the International Convention each July, as follows:  President, President-Elect, Vice President, and the Treasurer.  Chairman of the Board is the immediate Past International President.  There are 7 International Directors elected by their respective regions.

9. Sertoma International Headquarters is located at: 1912 East Meyer Blvd., Kansas City, MO  64132, (816) 333-8300; fax (816) 333-4320; web site: www.sertoma.org
C.  TOPEKA EVENING SERTOMA CLUB:

1.
The Sertoma Evening Club of Topeka (formerly known as the Cooperative Club), was organized October 26, 1915.  We hold Charter #2. 


According to minutes, in the files of the secretary, “A large group of members from Kansas City, Mo. came to Topeka via a Santa Fe train and helped form the Topeka Club.  We have a gavel, which is inscribed:



“The Cooperative Club of Kansas City, Mo.






to



     The Cooperative Club of Topeka, Ks.




          January 11, 1916”

During the year 1953, the Topeka Evening Sertoma Club was incorporated in the State of Kansas as a non-profit organization.


For approximately 25 years the Topeka Club owned 14 acres of land located on Burlingame Road near 37th Street.  The area is now known as Briarwood.  This was used as a Boy Scout over-night camp.  Because of up-to-date facilities provided at Camp Jayhawk, as well as elsewhere, it became evident that this property had served its purpose.  Through an agreement with the Boy Scout Organization, the property was sold in 1955, the sale price being $12,500.00.  This amount was divided equally between the Scouts and the Sertoma Club.

2.
The Topeka Evening Sertoma Club is in the KANSAS District.  At the present time the Kansas District Sertoma Clubs are:  Atchison, Emporia, Golden City (Topeka), Johnson County, Junction City, Lawrence,  Lenexa,   Manhattan Evening, Manhattan Luncheon,  Miami County,  Overland Park,   Topeka Evening & Topeka Heartland.

3.  Our Sertoma Region is made up of Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma, Texas and Louisiana.   

4.  The Topeka Evening Sertoma Club meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesday evenings each month; social at 5:30 and dinner at 6:00 p.m, at the Jayhawk Club, 7th & Jackson.    The Board meets at least monthly following the regular club meeting.

5.  This is an outline of the Topeka Evening  Sertoma Club year:

July

Start of the Sertoma Year July 1st.  Begin club meetings. All committees 

are in operation.  Sertoma District Governor’s official club visit.  Sertoma 

International Convention.  Have installation banquet.

August
Work on membership drive and providing great programs

September
The Sertoma Great Topeka Duck Race, main fund-raiser for the club.



Kansas/Missouri Fall District Conference

October
Begin work on next year’s Duck Race.  Sponsorship committee meets to 

determine where duck money is spent.

November
 Begin planning any holiday functions, adopt a family.

December
 Only one regular meeting in December, plus tri-club holiday party

January
Submission of Service to Mankind, Sertoman of the Year and



Outstanding Club Secretary award entries to District Governor. 

February
National Heritage Month.  Plan awards banquet.

March
Service to Mankind, Sertoman of the Year and Outstanding Club



Secretary Awards given out at the Awards Banquet, one of the



highlights of the Club Year!    Election of Officers for next year

April

Sertoma Heart of America Regional Convention.  Sertoma clubs 



from throughout our region from Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma,

Arkansas, Texas and Louisiana convene.

May

May is “Better Hearing & Speech month” – “Safe Ears” campaign.



District Leadership Conference is held.

June

Installation of incoming officers.  President’s Club Leadership 

meeting.  Officers and Board complete their goals, 

calendar and committees.  Some committees begin operation



to be ready for July 1st.   

D.  TOPEKA EVENING CLUB SERTOMA OPERATIONS:

1.
All successful organizations, including Sertoma clubs, must have some involvement from its members.  Sertoma Clubs accomplish their goals for a successful year by means of Committees, so that everyone has an opportunity to participate but no member should be overloaded.

2.
At the beginning of the Club year in July, all members of the Topeka Evening Sertoma Club are assigned to a committee by the President.  Member preference is followed as much as possible.  Some committees do have more involvement than others.

3.  Club Board meetings are customarily held on the first meeting of each month, following the regular club  meetings.  All members are welcome to attend a board meeting; however, only officers and directors are entitled to make motions and vote.

4.
At the present time, dues are $64.00 per quarter which includes payment of meals during the quarter.  Dues are payable in advance at the beginning of each quarter, to-wit:  


1st of :  July, October, January, April

E.  TOPEKA EVENING SERTOMA CLUB SERVICE TO MANKIND.

1.
Sponsorship contributions that have been made over the years to the Topeka community, earned primarily from the Sertoma Great Topeka Duck Race,  include:


Big Brothers & Big Sisters


Capper Foundation


The Marian Clinic




Children’s Miracle Network


Boys & Girls State




Sertoma Foundation


Sertoma Hearing Aid Recycling Program
Topeka Youth Project


Boy Scouts of America



East Topeka Sr. Center


S.H.A.R.P. Program



Community Blood Drive

2.  The growing tradition of the Topeka Evening  Sertoma Club is a result the collective efforts, dedication and enthusiasm of the members in Service to Mankind.  As a group, we have been able to benefit the community far more than as individuals.  As a collective group, the Topeka Evening Sertoma Club has made, and continues to make, a lasting contribution to the Topeka community.  Sertoma’s Motto:  Make Life Worthwhile.  Sertoma Slogan:  Service to Mankind.

Welcome to Sertoma !!

